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At Freie Universität Berlin’s Winter Session, students enroll in one intensive language or culture 
course on a full-time basis for the three-week session. Language courses meet for a total of 72 
contact hours, while subject classes meet for 48 contact hours during the three-week period. 

 
1. Course Schedule 

 

Course 
No. 

Language Courses Language 
Contact 
Hours 

ECTS Credits 

1.01 Semi-Intensive German Language Beginner A1 

German 72 4 

1.02 Semi-Intensive German Language Beginner A2 
1.03 Semi-Intensive German Language Intermediate B1 

1.04 
Semi-Intensive German Language Intermediate 
Advanced B2 

1.05 Semi-Intensive German Language Advanced C1 
Course 

No. 
Subject Courses Language 

Contact 
Hours 

ECTS Credits 

1.06 European Studies 

English 48 4 
1.07 Law, Society and Politics 

1.08 
More than just a game – Football as a philosophical, 
anthropological and sociological subject 

1.09 The Cold War 
 
 

2. Weekly Schedule 
 

German Language Courses 

 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Contact hours per 
week 

Week 1      24 
Week 2      24 
Week 3      24 

 
 Note: for Subject Course schedules contact World Endeavor 

 
 

3. Class Times 
 

Weekdays Monday to Friday 
Field Trip for the German 

Courses 
Teaching hours (adaptation 

to effective number of 
contact hours) 

9:00 – 10:30 am 
11:00 am – 12:30 pm 

2:00 – 3:30 pm 

9:00 am – 3:30 pm 
(on field trip days adaptation 

of class times possible) 



STUDY IN GERMANY – FREIE UNIVERSTÄT BERLIN 
WINTER COURSE CATALOG   

 

FREIE UNIVERSTÄT BERLIN WINTER COURSE CATALOG  2 

Course Descriptions 
German Language Courses 

1.01 - Semi-Intensive German Language Beginner A1 

This course is designed for the beginner student with no previous knowledge of German. 

Course Objectives: 

Within three weeks, this course will help you to develop basic competences in listening, speaking, 
reading and writing as well as a basic knowledge of the German culture. 

 By the end of the course, you will be able to deal with everyday situations in a German-speaking 
environment and to conduct simple conversations. 

 You will have developed reading strategies that allow you to understand simple newspaper and 
magazine articles as well as short literary texts. 

 In addition, you will learn to write, revise and proofread short texts in German. 
 Finally, you will be able to understand discussions on familiar topics. 

 
1.02 - Semi-Intensive German Language Beginner A2 

This course is designed for beginners with basic knowledge of German. 

Course Objectives: 

This course will help you to expand your competences in listening, speaking, reading and writing within 
three weeks, deepen your knowledge of grammar as well as your knowledge of the German culture. 

 By the end of the three-week course, you will be able to deal with everyday situations in a 
German-speaking environment and to conduct simple conversations. 

 You will have developed reading strategies that allow you to understand simple newspaper and 
magazine articles as well as short literary texts more detailed. 

 In addition, you will improve your essay writing skills, which means you will be able to write 
short texts on different topics, revise and proofread them. 

 Finally, you will be able to understand discussions on familiar topics more detailed. 

 
1.03 - Semi-Intensive German Language Intermediate B1 

This course is designed for students who have successfully completed the basic level of German and who 
have a sound knowledge of German at the A2 level of the Common European Framework of Reference 
for Languages. 

Course Objectives: 

Within three weeks, this course will help you to expand your competences in listening, speaking, reading 
and writing and strengthen your knowledge of grammar, while emphasizing self-correction, as well as 
deepen your knowledge of the German culture. 

Furthermore, you will analyze and interpret cultural, political, and historical topics in German-speaking 
countries and compare them with your own cultural background. 
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 By the end of the three-week course, you will have developed and regularly use new strategies 
for language acquisition. 

 You will be able to engage in detailed discussions on above mentioned topics. 

 Furthermore, you will have developed reading strategies that will allow you to understand 
different text types in detail. 

 In addition, you will improve your essay writing skills, i.e. you will be able to write short texts on 
different topics, revise and proofread them. 

 
1.04 - Semi-Intensive German Language Intermediate Advanced B2 

This course is designed for students who have successfully completed the basic level and the first part of 
the intermediate level of German and who have a sound knowledge of German at the B1 level of the 
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages. 

Course Objectives: 

Within three weeks, this course will help you to expand your competences in speaking and writing while 
emphasizing self-correction. Furthermore, it will help you to increase your vocabulary, to deepen 
grammar usage, and develop effective reading and listening strategies. 

In addition, you will analyze and interpret cultural, political, and historical topics in German-speaking 
countries and compare them with your own cultural background. 

 By the end of the three-week course, you will have developed and regularly use new strategies 
for language acquisition. 

 You will be able to engage in detailed discussions on above mentioned topics. 

 Furthermore, you will have developed reading strategies that will allow you to understand 
different text types in detail. 

 In addition, you will improve your essay writing skills, i.e. you will be able to write short texts on 
different topics, revise and proofread them. 

 
1.05 - Semi-Intensive German Language Advanced C1 

This course is designed for students who have successfully completed the intermediate level of German 
and who have a sound knowledge of German at the B2 level of the Common European Framework of 
Reference for Languages. 

Course Objectives: 

The course aims to deepen your competence in speaking and writing and to expand and refine your 
vocabulary usage, so that you are able to express and discuss ideas, opinions and information at the 
academic level. Special attention is given to the consistent use of self-correction. Furthermore, the 
course helps you to develop effective reading and listening strategies and deepen your knowledge of 
grammar structures. 

In addition, you will analyze and interpret cultural, political, and historical topics in German-speaking 
countries and compare them with your own cultural background. 
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 By the end of the three-week course, you will have developed and regularly use new strategies 
for language acquisition. 

 You will have improved your ability to choose the right linguistic register for different situations, 
topics and communication partners. 

 You will be able to lead and participate in academic discussions about certain course-related 
topics. 

 In addition, you will expand and refine your essay writing skills, i.e. you will be able to write, 
revise and proofread essays that meet the standards of academic writing. 

Subject Courses 
1.06 - European Studies 

The course will introduce the basics of the European Union and describe and explain the processes of 
widening and deepening of this unique political entity. This will cover an overview of European Union 
history, its evolution in economic and political terms as well as of its institutional structure up to today. 

The focus of the course will be internally on the state of EU integration and the need for reform, as well 
as externally on the international role of the EU in general and on the relations between the EU and the 
USA, Russia and the Ukraine in particular. Turkey as a candidate for EU membership will be discussed 
regarding the question where Europe ends, but also to analyze issues of identity, energy security and in 
general costs and benefits of EU membership. 

The morning sessions consist of lectures, literature-based discussions, and oral presentations from 
working groups. After lunch the course will visit various institutions in Germany`s political center. 
Students will have the chance to discuss the topics from the morning sessions with international experts 
from political institutions, embassies and think tanks. 

 
 

1.07 - Law, Society and Politics in Comparative Perspective 

This course explores theoretical and historical perspectives on the intersection of law, society and 
politics, and aims to foster discussion of contemporary issues among students from different cultures 
and disciplines. After an introduction to comparative law and legal culture, we read some classical social 
theorists (Durkheim, Weber, Marx) and consider their relevance to contemporary debates about 
morality, (dis)obedience, and conflict. Next, we investigate the role and operation of law in totalitarian 
settings such as Nazi and Communist Germany. Finally, we examine some of the difficulties that such 
legacies pose for democracy, the rule of law, and the economy in post-totalitarian societies. In this 
context, we examine the need for ‘transitional justice’, the challenges posed by freedom of speech, and 
the relationship between law and the market. 

Overall, the course aims to develop skills at using theory and history to inform debates on contemporary 
challenges, such as multiculturalism, (illegal) downloading/streaming/file-sharing, squatting, and 
economic development. In addition to gaining substantive expertise in various socio- and politico-legal 
fields, students develop communicative competence through participatory exercises, and intercultural 
competence through discussion with other students 
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1.08 - More than just a Game - Football as a Philosophical, Anthropological, and Sociological 
Subject 

There are many reasons for the global success of football. The game fulfils our longing for triumph and 
endorses our knowledge of failure. It produces heroes and losers, demonstrates that we have to fight to 
reach our aims, but also shows the importance of cooperating and interacting. Thus football acts as a 
theatre of existence, in which life can both mirror and transcend itself. 

The class will take a look behind the scenes and identify the mechanisms that make football so popular. 
They lie partly in the game’s structure itself, partly in its connection to other cultural fields, like religion, 
or war. 

Because football is a game that is always “more than just a game”, it is an appropriate subject for 
philosophy and cultural studies. At first sight, of course, this relation seems to be counterintuitive. 
Traditionally, particularly philosophy was defined as a purely mental activity while football in reverse 
was reduced to a physical combat game. But we will see that one of the characteristics of modern 
philosophy is to involve the body in the process of thinking, while football urges a specific intelligence 
from its players. Thus, the class will explore the cultural and philosophical references of football and vice 
versa, the lucid and bodily aspects of philosophy. By this, we will gain a new perspective on football as 
well as on philosophy. In addition to that, the focusing on the specific subject “football” can show the 
different approaches as well as the overlaps between the individual sciences. 

 

1.09 – The Cold War 

Over the course of the Cold War, the city of Berlin was frequently at the centre of global tensions and a 
potential front line should the superpower rivalry descend into actual war. This course utilizes the city of 
Berlin as a laboratory in which to examine the origins, nature, and conclusion of the Cold War that 
defined international relations between 1945 and 1991. We analyze the Allied occupation of the city 
following the Nazi defeat, the Berlin blockade and airlift that helped solidify the divisions between East 
and West. Next, we will examine the workers’ uprising of 1953 that provoked a Soviet military response. 
The following sessions will deal with the emigration crisis of the late 1950s that led the Soviets to first 
threaten a military takeover of the city and eventually to construct the Berlin Wall. Finally, we will look 
at the fall of the wall and the subsequent reunification of Berlin and Germany. 

Field trips to important Cold War sites will permit students to gain a deeper appreciation of how the 
Cold War changed Berlin, and how events in Berlin influenced the wider international struggle. In order 
to place the interests and goals of the superpowers in context, we will also discuss the ways in which the 
Cold War rivalry affected Europe as a whole, as well as Asia and Latin America. Attention will be given to 
the role of international organizations such as the United Nations in world affairs, and the changes 
brought about by the collapse of communism in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. In this way, we 
will examine the roots of contemporary crises. Students will gain an understanding of the recent past, 
which will help equip them to evaluate the current and emerging international order. 

 


