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World Endeavors students at University of Haifa take courses primarily through the University’s 
International School, all of which are taught in English. If students are proficient in Hebrew and 
fulfill prerequisites, they are allowed to take regular courses offered by University of Haifa 
departments.  
 
Students must take a minimum of 12 credits per semester, though a typical course load is often 
15-16 credits. Generally courses are worth 3-4 credits each.  
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YEAR COURSES 

Language Courses 
 

Hebrew – Beginners 
8 hours, 6 credits 

 
Hebrew – Lower Intermediate 

8 hours, 6 credits 
 

Hebrew – Upper Intermediate 
8 hours, 6 credits 
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Hebrew – Lower Advanced 

8 hours, 6 credits 
 

Hebrew – Advanced 
8 hours, 6 credits 

 
Hebrew – Upper Advanced 

8 hours, 6 credits 
 

Modern Standard Arabic + Colloquial Arabic – Elementary 1 
8 hours, 6 credits 

[Note: depends on enrollment] 
 

Modern Standard Arabic + Colloquial Arabic – Elementary 2 
8 hours, 6 credits 

[Note: depends on enrollment] 
 

Modern Standard Arabic + Colloquial Arabic – Intermediate 1 
8 hours, 6 credits 

[Note: depends on enrollment] 
 

Modern Standard Arabic + Colloquial Arabic – Intermediate 2 
8 hours, 6 credits 

[Note: depends on enrollment] 
 
 

Internship & Mentored Independent Psychology Research Program 
Note: Study abroad students may enroll in one Internship or Mentored Independent Research in 
Psychology per Semester 
 

Mentored Independent Research in Psychology (PSY) 
10 hours, 3 credits 

Prerequisites: Only Open to Psychology Majors with a 3.2 GPA  
Based on their interests, students are matched with a faculty mentor and then conduct supervised 
research in her/his laboratory. In the context of this mentored independent research, students are 
typically integrated into an existing research project, or, together with their Faculty Advisor, develop a 
novel independent project. In addition to completing the mandatory hours (10 hours of lab work = 3 
credits), students are required to write a final paper summarizing their work.  
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Internship Program 
10 hours, 3 credits, overseen by Mr. Z. Gordon 

The Internship Program features directed work-study experiences related to the academic or vocational 
interests of students. The program is coordinated by a member of the International School faculty and 
an on-site supervisor who holds academic and professional credentials. Internships are offered in the 
fields such as Social Services: Arab-Jewish Center, the Center for Battered Women, government social 
work agencies, and public and special education facilities; Health Services: Hospital administration and 
the Institute for the Study of Psychological Stress; Archaeological Explorations: including pre-history, the 
Institute of Evolutionary Biology, the Reuben and Edith Hecht Museum, and the Galilee Research Center. 

 

Other University Departments 
 

British and American Literature 
Students in the International School may enroll in BA level courses in the Department of English. All 
courses in the Department of English are taught in English. The course list of the Department of English 
will be available and will be posted on the International School website. 

 
 

Creative Art 
The Department of Fine Arts offers study courses in the areas of painting, drawing, sculpture, ceramics, 
print-making, and lithography for international students who are enrolled in their home universities as 
art majors. Students who are interested must send in a portfolio before the beginning of the semester 
for the Art Dept. to approve. Please make note that these courses are taught in Hebrew (though of 
course students and faculty know English). 

Elective Courses 

FALL COURSES 

Social Sciences 
 

Arab-Israeli Relations (POL, HIST) 
3 hours, 3 credits  

The study of the conflict through its documentary history provides a clear chronological and textual 
foundation for examining its origins, evolution, and ramifications, with an eye to various proposals for 
conflict-resolution. The resolution of the conflict should begin with a probing diagnosis of the longevity 
and intensity of the subject, prior to proposing the requisite remedy or treatment for the problem. This 
is to proceed logically and rationally as befits a scientific enterprise. The tragedy of the conflict is a 
subject for historical introspection or humanitarian empathy. It can be a catalyst for efforts to solve the 
conflict. The focus of the conflict as reflected in our course of study is the local-territorial dimension 
within Eretz-Israel, called Palestine throughout the centuries. We shall however take account of broader 
regional aspects of the Arab-Israeli conflict – thus the course title. 
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Contemporary Arab Thought and Culture (POL, SOC, HIS) 

3 hours, 3 credits 
This course offers an interdisciplinary overview of the central aspects of contemporary Arab thought and 
culture. Using academic research, textual and media resources, and literature from both the Arab realm 
and elsewhere, we will examine a range of fields relevant to an understanding of the contemporary Arab 
world: historical background, political agendas, language varieties, literary traditions, and social 
constructs. The course will present ample educational opportunities and experiences to promote 
analytic skills and insights into another culture and its complexities 

 
 

Cyberspace, Terrorism and Counterterrorism (TECH, POL, SOC, HIS) 
3 hours, 3 credits 

This course examines the concepts of cyberterrorism and counterterrorism and provides both a general 
introduction to cybersecurity and an analysis of practical applications of the use of the Internet both for 
terrorism purposes and for countering terrorism. It addresses such timely issues as state to state cyber-
attacks, and whether this could amount to an armed attack under international law raising issues of self-
defense; cyber-attacks by non-state actors; the role of non-state actors, such as hacktivists, in both 
contributing to and reducing the terrorist threat; the issue of incitement to terrorism and recruitment, 
and the necessary balance with freedom of speech; as well as the issue of surveillance and the delicate 
balance between security needs and privacy. Recent examples, which will be covered in the course 
include the decision by the President of the United States to impose sanctions against Russia for its 
interference in the U.S. through ‘significant malicious cyber-enabled activities’; as well as the alleged use 
of the application Telegram by the terrorists responsible of the Paris attacks of November 2015.  
 
The module will be taught with reference to primary sources and Internet resources, such as 
presidential executive orders imposing sanctions against cyber-attacks or dedicated websites for 
flagging illegal content on social media, as well as to secondary sources from legal and security experts. 

 
 

From Cuckoo's Nest to Black Swan: Normality and Madness in Films (PSY, SOC, FILM) 
3 hours, 3 credits 

A vast amount of recent psychological research is focused on the deviant and the abnormal mental life. 
However, understanding the gist of normality has received much less attention and thought. What does 
it mean to be normal? And where should we draw the line between normality and abnormality? 
In this class we will try to address these questions by using the medium of film. Throughout the 
semester we will analyze a series of films and cinematic representations to examine the boundaries of 
normality from the perspective of psychopathology. By discussing various aspects of psychopathology—
psychotic, neurotic and personality disorders, perversions and more—we will portray the complex and 
unstable relationships between psychopathology and its supposedly complementary notion: the normal. 
Cinematic representations of sanity, madness and psychopathological conditions will be examined 
within contemporary psychological frameworks, as well as in relation to social issues, such as stigma, 
power relations, gender and discrimination. 
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Internet and Society (TECH, POL, SOC) 
3 hours, 3 credits 

This course surveys the relations between the Internet and society. We will discuss the emergence of 
network society; the nature of the Internet as a social structure using models of social networks; the 
ways social relations are forms and maintained via computer mediated communication; kinds of digital 
divides, developments in the Internet economy, and the impact of algorithmic regulation of digital 
information on everyday practice, journalism, and privacy. 

 
 

Issues in Political Psychology (PSY, POL, SOC) 
3 hours, 3 credits 

What is political psychology? The name is new, with its inception as a separate discipline sometime in 
the twentieth century, and the formation of an official society only in 1978. Yet scholars discussed the 
relationship between psychology and political processes as early as ancient Greece. The primary 
purpose of this upper level course is to provide an overview of political psychological research with an 
emphasis on the psychological mechanisms underlying political behavior. By focusing on a list of 
selected topics that represent merely a portion of those covered in PP, this course is planned to give you 
a taste of what political psychology is. When one hears the term political psychology, one might envision 
the study of elections and campaigns. While not inaccurate, this perception excludes a broad range of 
topics that fall within the purview of political psychology. For example, the following questions address 
political psychology topics: What is the impact of prejudice and identity on intergroup relations? How 
does threat impact individuals’ political choices? or what is the psychological and physiological impact of 
war and terrorism on individuals' political worldviews? This course has a lecture format: we meet once a 
week to learn, critically reflect, and digest assigned materials. As you probably know, with these types of 
issues, consensual facts are often nowhere to be found.  
 
The course will therefore encourage a free and respectful discussion of differing opinions and 
worldviews, and will try to offer students some tools for informed and effective participation in related 
debates. While I will frequently lecture and at times guide conversation, I expect that all students come 
prepared to discuss our readings in an informed and thoughtful manner. As the political Middle Eastern 
context is a "lively" conflict that breeds turning points and crucial events on a daily basis, I expect that all 
of you follow the news and use this knowledge to contribute to our group discussions. 

 
 

Media in the Arab World (POL, SOC) 
3 hours, 3 credits 

The course will survey the development of printed and electronic media in the Arab world since the 
advent of the 19th century to the present day, emphasizing the most important landmarks. The course 
will survey western media in the Arabic language as well and its role in shaping public opinion in the 
Arab world. Part of the course will be devoted to analyzing digital media (satellite tv stations as well as 
the internet developed in the 90s). A large part will be devoted to analyzing social media (Facebook, 
Twitter ...) Which played an important role in the Arab spring. The course will also deal with Palestinian 
media. 
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Humanities 
 

Bible: Soul's Journey to Completion (REL, LIT, PHIL) 
3 hours, 3 credits 

The Bible is a book of theology. It presents its theology in a particular non-linear style. In order to 
decipher this style we need to pay close attention to the text. This class will examine the texts that deal 
with the nature of the human soul. It will include the creation of the human in the image of G-d in 
Genesis Chapter One, the Garden of Eden and the creation of man and woman, the Cain and Abel story, 
parts of Kohellet and Job. We will concentrate on the use of specific words, and double meanings. The 
purpose is not only to understand these texts but to give students the tools to read the Bible in the 
proper way. This course in the fall is not the prerequisite for the course in the spring. 

 
 

Literature of the Shoah (LIT) 
3 hours, 3 credits 

The Shoah is a historical fact which continues to baffle, appall, and chide humanity. In this course, we 
will be reading works of literature which take this phenomenon as their subject. For it is through 
literature that writers and readers grapple with the multi-faceted implications of this experience. Some 
of the authors we will be reading are people who lived through the camps. Some will be children of 
those who did. And some of the literature we will read has been written by Jews and non-Jews who 
struggle to fathom the unfathomable, and who are not only keen on ‘never forgetting,’ but are as 
frequently intent on trying to place themselves and their generation in relation to this tragedy. Some of 
the ‘classics’ of Shoah literature will be on the syllabus along with lesser known works of prose, poetry, 
and film by European, American, and Israeli authors. 

 
 

Jewish Spiritual Practices (REL, LIT, PHIL) 
3 hours, 3 credits 

Practice can be seen as at the core of the spiritual or religious life. This course focuses on a variety of 
spiritual technologies in Judaism. Each week a different practice will be explored through primary 
sources in translation and will aim to introduce students to the breadth and depth of Jewish spiritual 
practices. Methodological considerations of the nature of spiritual practice as a category, both 
religiously and academically, and its distinction from ritual and commandment, in both the history of 
Judaism and religious studies, will accompany our exploration of these practices. Texts and practices will 
range from the Hebrew Bible to twentieth century musar and Hasidic texts, though a particular 
emphasis is placed on Kabbalistic and Hasidic literature. Through this course students will be introduced 
to the necessary terminology, categories and context to understand the purpose, function and place of 
Jewish spiritual practices within the Jewish tradition. 
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Seminar Courses 
 

Peace & Conflict Honors Seminar I: Post Cold War Conflict Resolution (POL) 
3 hours, 4 credits 

The Seminar analyzes issues concerning conflict resolution in the global post Cold War. It reviews how 
this practice include a combined international civil and military operations which aims to reduce the 
causes of conflict among belligerents, may they be inter- or intra-state actors, while employing a diverse 
spectrum of goals in order to encourage peace. Currently there are more than quarter million troops, 
civilian policemen and civilian personnel serving in dozens of missions worldwide. The course outlines 
the main issues relating to the use of these operations to advance the resolution of conflicts. 
 
 

SPRING COURSES 

Social Sciences 
Arab-Israeli Relations (POL, HIST) 

3 hours, 3 credits 
This course introduces students to the study of the Arab-Israeli conflict, from its initial stages starting 
from the first waves of Zionist immigration to Palestine through the 1948 war and the establishment of 
the state of Israel. It will focus on the emerging features of the conflict, the struggle between the 
Palestinian Arab and Jewish Nationalist movements, and the regional and international involvement in 
these events. Subsequent sessions will focus on the wars of 1956, 1967, 1973 and later developments 
such as the Egyptian-Israeli peace treaty (1979) and Israel's invasion of Lebanon in 1982. Moving closer 
to the present, the course will highlight the 1987 Palestinian Intifada, the Oslo accords and the 
prospects for peace leading up to the second Intifada and the breakdown of negotiations. We will 
conclude with a discussion of the current age of uncertainty in the region and the impact of non-state 
actors (such as Hizballah and Hamas) on the conflict, in an effort to bring the class up to the present as 
possible. A variety of scholarly studies, diverse opinions, and approaches will provide the background for 
class discussions.  

 
 

Arms Control in the Nuclear Realm (POL) 
3 hours, 3 credits 

This course will focus on the notion of nuclear arms control, as understood from the perspective of 
international relations studies. The course will highlight the strategic dilemmas that states face when 
they attempt to negotiate arms control agreements in the non-conventional realm, and the strategic 
significance of the agreements themselves. The issues that will be examined include the history of 
attempts to negotiate arms control agreements, including the experience in the Middle East in the early 
1990s; the goals that states aspire to in their efforts to conclude arms control agreements; the different 
international contexts for negotiating arms control (UN, regional frameworks, bilateral dialogues) and 
the role of strong powers; and the norms that are reflected in and reinforced by agreements that have 
been reached. Conceptually, controlling the negative effects of nuclear weapons will be examined and 
discussed in light of the two major traditions that developed over the course of the second half of the 
20th Century: disarmament (with its focus on weapons), and "stabilization of relations" (with its focus on 



STUDY IN ISRAEL –  
UNIVERSITY OF HAIFA COURSE CATALOG   

 

UNIVERSITY OF HAIFA 
8 

states). Empirically, beyond the historical cases, strong emphasis will be on the two major proliferation 
challenges of the post-Cold War period – Iran and North Korea – from the perspective of the arms 
control dilemmas that they have raised, and the new strategies that are being tested. 

 
 

Syria: History, Politics, and Society (HIST, RELIGION, POLISCI) 
3 hours, 3 credits 

This course explores the modern history, domestic and foreign politics and social structure of Syria. 
The course examines these issues in light of the international and regional environments, ideologies and 
economic conditions in which modern Syrian was established and has evolved. We will study the various 
political, sectarian, and cultural trends which have contributed to the ways in which modern 
Syria has developed, highlighting the changing relationship between the state and society, the impact of 
Western economic, political and culture on the Syrian nation, the linkage between the Arab-Israeli 
conflict and the domestic political arena in Syria, the search for Syrian political and cultural unique 
identity, and finally, economic transformation and development. We will investigate the formation of 
the Syrian state and the ruling regimes, societal power bases and systems, socio-political movements 
and ideologies, legitimacy and modern state power, and the scope and opportunities for political 
participation, liberalization and inclusion/exclusion. Finally, we will conduct a comparative analysis of 
the Syrian civil war that erupted in 2011 and will try to understand why the Syrian uprising has so far 
failed in achieving the goals of regime change and democratization.  
 
There will be a trip to the Golan Heights which will include a lecture and a meeting with a group of local 
residents in one of the Druze villages.  

 
 

Career Development Course (BUS, ECO) 
3 hours, 3 credits 

This course is the academic component running in parallel with the professional Internship Placement 
Program. It offers direct mentoring in an enabling environment to help students apply management 
tools to their internship work. Students will have the opportunity to tie-in the theoretical/academic 
material of the course, with the applied skills of their internship.  
 
In addition to career planning and effective professional decision making (concerning short and long 
terms goals), students will receive individual guided support in developing their professional selves 
through the workshop-style course. Among the topics covered: aligning professional paths using 
diagnostic tools such as personal SWOT analysis and values clarification; navigating organizational 
dynamics in the workplace; effective communication and presentation skills; project management in the 
workplace and budgeting as an effective management tool. 
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Contemporary Arab Thought and Culture (POL, SOC, HIS) 
3 hours, 3 credits 

This course offers an interdisciplinary overview of the central aspects of contemporary Arab thought and 
culture. Using academic research, textual and media resources, and literature from both the Arab realm 
and elsewhere, we will examine a range of fields relevant to an understanding of the contemporary Arab 
world: historical background, political agendas, language varieties, literary traditions, and social 
constructs. The course will present ample educational opportunities and experiences to promote 
analytic skills and insights into another culture and its complexities. 

 
 

Introduction to Entrepreneurship and Venture Capital in the Middle EAST (POL, SOC, ECO, 
BUS) 

3 hours, 3 credits 
This course describes the unique entrepreneurial eco system in the Middle East in general, and in Israel, 
The Start-Up Nation, specifically. The course simulates the creation of a new venture, and students will 
have a unique opportunity to experience the roller coaster of a start-up in the pre-seed phase, 
commonly considered to be the most difficult and critical phase in the life of the venture. This will 
involve in-class simulation games, watching relevant video clips, meetings Israeli and Arab 
entrepreneurs, and much more. 
 
The student will benefit from learning from experienced entrepreneurs & investors and be able to gain 
valuable feedback for their ideas and their chances to succeed in the real-world. 

 
 

Israel: Jewish Redemption or Demise? (POL, HIS, REL) 
3 hours, 3 credits 

This course investigates and raises questions as to the historic success of Jewish nationalism (Zionism) in 
establishing the State of Israel. Multiple contradictions abound: Is the state Jewish, democratic or both? 
Is the state for all citizens or for the Jewish People worldwide? Secular or religious? Could the rising 
Jihadi activity led by Hamas, Hezbollah, Iran and others on its borders be the ultimate challenge even for 
the Israeli army? 
 
Is conflict resolution possible with the Palestinians? A "two-state solution" with Israel living alongside a 
Palestinian State leads to virtually insurmountable security problems yet a "one-state solution" means a 
bi-national state and quite possibly an end to Jewish independence. In short, will Israel survive as a 
Jewish and democratic state achieving peace and security with its neighbors? 

 
 

Islamic Fundamentalism in the Arab World (POL, HIST, REL) 
3 hours, 3 credits 

This course will examine the resurgence of fundamentalist movements that advocate the return to the 
original sources of Islam to guide social, political and civic life in the contemporary Arab world. The 
nature and specific characteristics of these Islamic movements, and the causes and implications of 
Islamic resurgence, will be studied within their relevant regional, local, historical, political and social 
contexts. The interaction between these Islamic ideologies and modernity, democracy and feminism will 
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also be surveyed. Students will be exposed to the writings and principles of some of the main 
contemporary Islamic fundamentalist thinkers and leaders, and to the ideology and political influence of 
the Muslim Brotherhood, Hamas, and Al Qaeda. Students who complete this course will gain a better 
understanding of the current cultural, social and political issues facing the Arab world specifically and 
the entire world in general. 

 
 

Between Past and Present: The Shaping Of Israel's Collective Memories (SOC, COM, ANT, 
HIST) 

3 hours, 3 credits 
The course deals with the ways in which societies shape their shared perceptions of the past through 
various cultural agents, and especially the mass media – the press, television, documentary and feature 
movies etc. Within this context, the course focuses on the construction of the Jewish and Israeli pasts 
and their pivotal role in the construction of a national Israeli identity. 

 
 

Refugees' Mental Health: Global and Local Perspectives (PSY, POL, SOC) 
3 hours, 3 credits 

Contemporary armed conflicts and complex humanitarian crises create substantial mental health 
burdens that damage health and well-being, and limit development. Taking a multidisciplinary approach, 
this course examines the field of forced migration, focusing in particular on psychosocial and mental 
health issues. Throughout the semester we will try to understand forced migration as a global 
phenomenon while learning to recognize and assess its influence on the mental health of the millions it 
affects around the world. The interconnections between forced migration and mental health will be 
explored in this course through reading and discussing academic research, professional guidelines and 
prominent theoretical debates. Moving from a global perspective to the “here-and-now”, in the second 
half of the course we will explore the specific case of the African asylum seekers in Israel, analyzing their 
conditions and discussing possible solutions and interventions. The course will also include a tour at the 
southern part of Tel-Aviv, where many asylum seekers reside. 

 
 

Women in Israel (HIST, ANTH, SOC, GENDER) 
3 hours, 3 credits 

For several decades historians have been adding female experiences and female accomplishments to 
our picture of the past. In this course, we shall survey this new historical narrative and test the “myth of 
equality between men and women” in pre-state Israel and in the State of Israel. We will study the lives 
and status of women in the light of the reality of women’s lives and different types of settlements in the 
following periods: the end of the Ottoman Empire, the British Mandate and the State of Israel. Students 
will read, view and discuss a wide variety of primary and secondary texts -including articles and personal 
documents - in order to understand how Jewish women experienced their lives. We will explore ways in 
which women acted creatively to affect social change, and the projects and organizations they formed 
to combat gender prejudice and discrimination. 
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Humanities 
Faith, Reason and Dogma in Jewish Philosophy (REL, PHIL) 

3 hours, 3 credits 
Which is to be preferred: Science or tradition? What is more important: Truth or morality? Can God be 
proven? Can ideas ever be commanded? How did philosophy and humanity change between the Middle 
Ages and that of the modern world? Can the Jewish tradition be read in a rationalistic way? The axis of 
Jewish philosophy is in the tension between universal human reason and unique experience of 
individuals, and we will deal with that tension from many different angles throughout this course.  
 
In this course we will study the ethics and dogmatics of Moses Maimonides (1135-1204). We will 
contrast his rationalistic approach towards understanding the Torah and Jewish tradition to that of his 
critics in the centuries between his own lifetime and the expulsion of the Jews from Spain in 1492.  

 
 

Israel Stories (LIT, SOC, ANTH) 
3 hours, 3 credits 

Stories both reflect and mold our world. And all cultures tell stories to themselves and to others because 
all people tell stories. Narrative is a fundamental human cognitive ability that enables us to process and 
make meaning from what we see and experience around us. Within its storylines and frames, we move 
from the concrete to the abstract, weaving together what is seen, what imagined, what feared, desired, 
what is difficult to comprehend. Whether meant to be read alone, read aloud, performed or watched on 
stage or screen, stories function as an entertaining and educative means of introducing people to the 
beliefs, practices, politics, and mores of a group of people. Stories are windows that allow us to peer 
into, to move into contact with a particular society. 
 
In this course, we will read and watch contemporary stories by Israeli Jewish and Arab writers and film 
directors. This will allow a more nuanced and multifaceted understanding of Israel's complex history of 
identity, place, community, and landscape -- and its continual metamorphosis through time. We will 
read poems, stories, plays, and novels, we will watch films. All these stories will provide us with an 
opportunity to not only examine literary, aesthetic, and cinematic qualities, but as importantly, will help 
us gain insight into the contemporary cultural and political contexts in which these works have been 
created. (Weekly schedule to be announced closer to semester's start.) 
 
 

Seminar Courses 
Peace & Conflict Honors Seminar: War and Peace in the 21st Century (POL) 

3 hours, 4 credits 
The seminar will focus on the following key themes: Is international security fundamentally changing in 
the 21st century? Is war in decline or just changing its character? We will start with the argument that 
following the end of the Cold War the world has been transformed and has become much more 
peaceful. In this context, we’ll address the debate on the changing concept of security. The key 
advocates of this change are what we might call “Liberal Optimists.” In contrast, realists, especially 
Offensive Realists, highlight the basic continuity under international anarchy, though many of the 
realists, especially defensive ones, recognize the revolutionary effects which nuclear weapons have on 
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international security. Others focus on the effects of the transition to unipolarity following the collapse 
of the Soviet Union and the rise of the US as the sole superpower. Another school argues, however, that 
even though warfare continues to dominate international security, war changes its character toward 
civil war, violent non-state actors, asymmetric warfare, ethnic conflict, violence in failed states, 
terrorism or “clash of civilizations.” This approach can be called “The New Conflict Pessimists.” We’ll 
examine the argument that variations in the level of state capacity and nationalism can capture some of 
the major variations in war and peace in different parts of the world by looking at different regions. 
Indeed, there seem to be major differences in the security challenges in regions such as Europe and 
South America in contrast to the Middle East, Africa and South Asia on the one hand and East Asia and 
the post-Soviet on the other hand.  
 

We’ll conclude with a discussion on the prospects for war and peace in the 21st century. 
 
 
 


