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Please contact World Endeavors for more information  
about specific timetables and pre-requisites. 

 
 FUBiS Term III 2018: July 21 – August 18, 2018 (Summer Session 2) 
Please note:  

 An A-Track language course can only be combined with a B-Track subject course.  

 An A-Track subject course can only be combined with a B-Track subject course.  

 C-Track courses cannot be combined with other courses.  
  

1. Course Overview  
 

A
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No.  
Subject courses (A-Track)  
Monday & Thursday 

Language 
Contact 
Hours 

ECTS 
Credits 

3.01 Architecture in Berlin: A Walk through History 

English 48 4 

3.02 Seduction and Terror: Hitler's Germany 

3.03 Law, Society and Politics in Comparative Perspective 

3.04 Islam and Muslims in Europe 

3.05 Media Studies in Berlin 

3.06 International Relations in the 20th Century: Europe and 
the World 

3.07 Twentieth Century Berlin: People, Places, Words 

3.08 Global Challenges - Sustainable Futures 

No. 
Semi-Intensive German Language courses (A-
Track) 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

Language 
Contact 
Hours 

ECTS 
Credits 

3.09 Semi-Intensive German Language Beginner A1 

German 48 4 

3.10 Semi-Intensive German Language Beginner A2 

3.11 Semi-Intensive German Language Intermediate B1 

3.12 Semi-Intensive German Language Intermediate Advanced 
B2 

3.13 Semi-Intensive German Language Advanced C1 
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B
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No.  
Subject courses (B-Track)  
Tuesday & Friday 

Language 
Contact 
Hours 

ECTS 
Credits 

3.14 The Cold War 

English 

48 4 

3.15 European Business Management 

3.16 
The European Union in the 21st Century: Internal and External 
Challenges 

3.17 Europe, Migration, Refugees 

3.18 International Relations: Theories and Application 

3.19 Deutsche Kultur – 100 Jahre Literatur, Film und Kunst German 

3.20 Urban Places and Spaces: Analyzing and Exploring Berlin 

English 
 

3.21 Berlin and the Digital Music Era 

3.22 German Philosophy: From Kant to Habermas 

3.23 Imag(in)ing the Capital: Berlin in Cinema 

3.24 Popular Culture: Berlin & Beyond 

3.25 
History of European Art: Centers, Protagonists, and Cultural 
Identities 

3.26 History of Christianity 

 
 
 
 

C
-T
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No.  
Subject courses (B-Track)  
Tuesday & Friday 

Language 
Contact 
Hours 

ECTS 
Credits 

3.27 Intensive German Language Beginner A1 

German 120 6 

3.28 Intensive German Language Beginner A2 

3.29 Intensive German Language Intermediate B1 

3.30 Intensive German Language Intermediate Advanced B2 

3.31 Intensive German Language Advanced C1 
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2. Weekly Schedule  
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Contact hours 

per week 

A-Track 
Subject 
courses 

     12 

A-Track 
Language 
Courses 

   
(field trip) 

  18 

B-Track 
Courses 

     12 

C-Track 
Courses   

 
(field trip) 

  30 

 
 
 

3. Class Times  
 

Weekday 
Monday, Tuesday,  

Thursday and Friday 
Wednesday 

Teaching Hours 
9 - 10:30am 

11am – 12:30pm 
2 – 3:30pm 

9am – 3:30pm 
(on field trip days adaptation of class 

times possible) 

 

Table of Contents 

A TRACK ................................................................................................................................................................... 4 

Subject Courses ................................................................................................................................................... 4 

Language Courses ............................................................................................................................................... 7 

B TRACK ................................................................................................................................................................... 9 

C TRACK ................................................................................................................................................................. 16 

 
 
 



SUMMER STUDY IN GERMANY  
FREIE UNIVERSITAT BERLIN   

 

 FREIE UNIVERSITAT BERLIN – SUMMER STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS  
4 

A TRACK 

Subject Courses 

Architecture in Berlin: A Walk through History 
This course gives a wide overview of the development of public and private architecture in Berlin during the 
19th, 20th and 21st centuries. Following an introduction to the urban development and architectural history of 
the Modern era, the Neo-Classical period will be surveyed with special reference to the works of Schinkel. This 
will be followed by classes on architecture of the German Reich after 1871, which was characterized by both 
modern and conservative tendencies and the manifold activities during the time of the Weimar Republic in the 
1920s such as the Housing Revolution. The architecture of the Nazi period will be examined, followed by the 
developments in East and West Berlin after the Second World War. The course concludes with a detailed review 
of the city’s more recent and current architectural profiles, including an analysis of the conflicts concerning the 
re-design of Berlin after the Cold War and the German reunification. 
 
Seven walking tours to historically significant buildings and sites are included (Unter den Linden, 
Gendarmenmarkt, New Housing Estates, Chancellory, Potsdamer Platz, Holocaust Memorial etc.). The course 
aims to offer a deeper understanding of the interdependence of Berlin’s architecture and the city’s social and 
political structures. It considers Berlin as a model for the highways and by-ways of a European capital in modern 
times. 

 
 

Seduction and Terror: Hitler's Germany 
The ‘thousand year Reich’ that Hitler promised when he became Chancellor of Germany in January 1933 lasted 
but 12 years. During this time, however, Hitler and his Nazi Party came to dominate European and even world 
affairs, terrorizing vast numbers of Germans, launching a devastating war, and orchestrating the murder of more 
than five million Jews. Yet Hitler and the Nazi Party gained the active support and involvement of most Germans. 
How was this possible? 
 
We will be visiting local museums, historical sites and locations that reveal the operations of Nazi rule. These 
visits are a key element of the class and the experience of studying in Berlin. 

 
 

Law, Society and Politics in Comparative Perspective 
This course explores theoretical and historical perspectives on the intersection of law, society and politics, and 
aims to foster discussion of contemporary issues among students from different cultures and disciplines. After 
an introduction to comparative law and legal culture, we read some classical social theorists (Durkheim, Weber 
and Marx), and consider their relevance to contemporary debates about morality, (dis)obedience, and conflict. 
Next, we investigate the role and operation of law in totalitarian settings such as Nazi and Communist Germany. 
Finally, we consider the difficulties that such legacies pose for democracy, the rule of law, and the economy in 
post-totalitarian societies. In this context, we examine the need for ‘transitional justice’, the relationship 
between law and the market, and the challenges posed by freedom of speech. 
 
Overall, the course aims to develop skills at using theory and history to inform debates on contemporary 
challenges, such as multiculturalism, punishment, (illegal) downloading/streaming/file-sharing, and economic 
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development. In addition to gaining substantive expertise in various socio- and politico-legal fields, students 
develop communicative competence through participatory exercises, and intercultural competence through 
discussion with other students. 

 
 

Islam and Muslims in Europe 
In recent years, Islam has increasingly become the subject of public debate and discourse in the Western World 
as well as a core research topic in various disciplines in the social sciences. This course will take an in-depth look 
at Muslims and Islam in Europe and will analyze and discuss the present condition of Muslims living in Europe 
from a socio-anthropological perspective. In order to do so, Islam will first be introduced from a general 
perspective. The first sessions of the course will provide a review of theories of cultural difference and 
secularism. Having established this theoretical lens, the following sessions will look at various public discourses 
regarding Islam and Muslims in Europe. Here issues such as Islam-state relations, gender aspects, and everyday 
religious practices of Muslims in Europe will be closely examined, accompanied by a critical analysis of particular 
public controversies regarding Islam. To get a good insight, various excursions will be made. 

 
 

Media Studies in Berlin 
The notions of ‘media’, ‘medium’, ‘mediation’ or ‘mediatization’ have occupied authors in the humanities for 
decades and have led to the emergence of new university programs as much as they initiated debates about the 
boundaries of already existing disciplines. Recently, different authors from the Anglo-American branch of the 
field have spoken of a newer brand of “German media theory”. In this course, we will scrutinize this labelling by 
discussing different historical and contemporary examples where cultural critics, philologists, philosophers, and 
artists have undertaken research about media and communication in Germany and, more specifically, in Berlin. 
 
We will focus on the period from the 1920s onwards and increasingly move towards the present. As we go 
along, we will build bridges between historical positions and contemporary ones, providing a sense for 
continuities and discontinuities in media theoretical positions and formats of media critique. Through the 
collective experience and critical discussion of texts, films and field trips, students will gain a wide understanding 
of the problems and objects of media-theoretical inquiry and of its historical and geographical context. 
 
The overarching questions this course seeks to answer are: "What are common themes and issues in media 
theory and media critique?", "How did they develop in or refer to the particular context of Berlin?" 
 
Altogether, this course has three intents: It serves as an introduction to problems in media studies for 
newcomers; it particularly focuses on media studies in Germany and Berlin for those already more familiar with 
questions in the field; it enquires about Berlin as both production site and object of media research. 

 
 

International Relations in the 20th Century: Europe and the World 
Europe and its role in the world have changed dramatically over the last century. Once European empires 
dominated the greater part of the world. Today, Europe consists of a number of middle-sized and small states. 
At the same time, many of these states like the UK, France but also Germany still play a very prominent role on 
the global stage, individually but also as part of the European Union. Looking back, as a historian, there is much 
to investigate: Why did the European powers lose their empires? How did they come to terms with their loss of 
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power? In which ways did Europe still very much take center stage in many of the global developments of the 
20th century? 
 
The course tries to give an answer to these questions by analyzing the history of Europe’s international 
involvement. We will start with the July Crisis 1914 and go on chronologically. All in all, this is an international 
history of the 20th Century from a strictly European, or to be more precise, a Western European point of view, 
as very strong emphasis will be laid on the three main European powers: Great Britain, France and Germany. In 
cursory overviews as well as in particular case studies it will be made clear that Europe’s role in the world was 
not always beneficial, far from it. 
 
Political history will be at the center of this class. Yet, over the course of the 20th century, economic and legal 
aspects did become more and more important, not to mention the growing impact of various ideological 
worldviews and cultural perceptions. Consequently, all these issues have to be addressed simultaneously. 
 
The organization of the class will be roughly similar from session to session. In the morning sessions, there will 
be brief oral presentations based on the reading material made available as well as PowerPoint-based lectures 
and discussions. In the afternoon sessions, work groups will be formed either to study different kinds of source 
material (mostly texts, but also tables, pictures and caricatures) using historical methods or to work with study 
questions. Field trips and guest speakers will complement the agenda. 

 
 

Twentieth Century Berlin: People, Places, Words 
This course is about Berlin, and the story of its tumultuous and epoch defining twentieth century. We examine 
this history through various lenses: the biographies of individuals, the words of writers who bore witness to the 
vertiginous social, political and physical changes the city underwent, and buildings and monuments whose 
physical construction, destruction and reconstruction reflected the ideological turmoil and conflict of twentieth 
century Berlin. 
 
This course does not seek to provide a ‘grand narrative’ of Berlin’s twentieth century history. Instead, it follows a 
thread that weaves through the history: the thread left behind by those who bore witness to their times. By 
tracing the stories of contemporary witnesses, left for us in books, films and songs, and in the physical 
construction of the city, we open up a human dimension that enriches and challenges our understanding of 
Berlin’s traumatic recent history. 
 
Structured largely chronologically, the course will work with films and novels whilst building on a clear 
historiographical base provided in class seminars. The teaching will be augmented by physical excursions into 
Berlin to trace the stories we encounter and class discussions will form the basis for a seminar paper that 
students will be required to submit at the end of the course. This history course approaches the story of Berlin 
through the reflections and refractions of individual humans’ lives who struggled upon the immense stage of a 
city at the very symbolic and literal heart of the catastrophes of the twentieth century. 
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Global Challenges - Sustainable Futures 
The course introduces students to the politics, governance and ethics of sustainability. The key challenges of our 
time are global by nature. However, the current system of global governance based on sovereign states (often in 
competition with each other) is ill equipped to face global challenges such as poverty, climate change, 
environmental degradation and availability of resources. While states struggle to provide a sustainable future 
for their citizens, they are increasingly forced into a logic of sustainability for all people and responsibility for the 
global commons. This new logic is based on the concept of interconnectedness and the impact of our actions on 
the generations to come. 
 
The course examines major current global challenges divided into economic, political and environmental issues. 
Climate change is only one of many environmental issues facing our planet, but due to its importance and 
overwhelming impact, it will be given the main focus of this course. We will not only look at the science behind 
and consequences of global warming, but will also study the two pillars of the global climate governance: the 
IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) and the UNFCCC (United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change). The analysis of the UNFCCC process will further lead us to review the Paris Agreement from 
2015. We will discuss how effective it can be in dealing with one of the biggest threats of the 21st century and 
whether it can still achieve its goal of limiting global warming to “well below 2°C/1.5°C”. 
 
A special session will be devoted to technological, political, social and economic solutions to environmental 
issues. Do we – as purported by some – need to replace capitalism and stop economic growth in order to 
prevent further environmental destruction? Or is there a way to move towards a “green growth”, and utilize the 
benefits of the free market to increase environmental protection? This will lead us to the question of what the 
future will look like. Will we continue to cross planetary boundaries and endanger the capability of different 
ecosystems? Or will the 21st century witness a major shift away from fossil fuels and environmental destruction 
to a more sustainable economy? 
The discussions in the class will be complemented by at least two field trips and possibly a visit of a guest 
speaker.  

 
 

Language Courses 

Semi-Intensive German Language Beginner A1 
This course is designed for the beginner student with no previous knowledge of German. 
Course Objectives 
Within four weeks, this course will help you to develop basic competences in listening, speaking, reading and 
writing as well as a basic knowledge of the German culture. 

 By the end of the course you will be able to deal with everyday situations in a German-speaking 
environment and to conduct simple conversations. 

 You will have developed reading strategies that allow you to understand simple newspaper and 
magazine articles as well as short literary texts. 

 In addition, you will learn to write, revise and proofread short texts in German. 
 Finally, you will be able to understand discussions on familiar topics. 
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Semi-Intensive German Language Beginner A2 
This course is designed for beginners with basic knowledge of German. 
Course Objectives 
This course will help you to expand your competences in listening, speaking, reading and writing within four 
weeks, deepen your knowledge of grammar as well as your knowledge of the German culture. 

 By the end of the four-week course you will be able to deal with everyday situations in a German-
speaking environment and to conduct simple conversations. 

 You will have developed reading strategies that allow you to understand simple newspaper and 
magazine articles as well as short literary texts more detailed. 

 In addition, you will improve your essay writing skills, which means you will be able to write short texts 
on different topics, revise and proofread them. 

 Finally, you will be able to understand discussions on familiar topics more detailed. 

 
 

Semi-Intensive German Language Intermediate B1 
This course is designed for students who have successfully completed the basic level of German and who have a 
sound knowledge of German at the A2 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages. 
Course Objectives 
Within four weeks, this course will help you to expand your competences in listening, speaking, reading and 
writing, strengthen your knowledge of grammar, while emphasizing self-correction, as well as deepen your 
knowledge of the German culture. 

 Furthermore, you will analyze and interpret cultural, political, and historical topics in German-speaking 
countries and compare them with your own cultural background. 

 By the end of the four-week course you will have developed and regularly use new strategies for 
language acquisition. 

 You will be able to engage in detailed discussions on above mentioned topics. 
 Furthermore, you will have developed reading strategies that will allow you to understand different text 

types in detail. 
 In addition, you will improve your essay writing skills, i.e. you will be able to write short texts on 

different topics, revise and proofread them. 

 
 

Semi-Intensive German Language Intermediate Advanced B2 
This course is designed for students who have successfully completed the basic level and the first part of the 
intermediate level of German and who have a sound knowledge of German at the B1 level of the Common 
European Framework of Reference for Languages. 
Course Objectives 
Within four weeks, this course will help you to expand your competences in speaking and writing while 
emphasizing self-correction. Furthermore, it will help you to increase your vocabulary, to deepen grammar 
usage, and develop effective reading and listening strategies. 
In addition, you will analyze and interpret cultural, political, and historical topics in German-speaking countries 
and compare them with your own cultural background. 

 By the end of the four-week course you will have developed and regularly use new strategies for 
language acquisition. 

 You will be able to engage in detailed discussions on above mentioned topics. 
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 Furthermore, you will have developed reading strategies that will allow you to understand different text 
types in detail. 

 In addition, you will improve your essay writing skills, i.e. you will be able to write short texts on 
different topics, revise and proofread them. 

 
 

Semi-Intensive German Language Advanced C1 
This course is designed for students who have successfully completed the intermediate level of German and who 
have a sound knowledge of German at the B2 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for 
Languages. 
Course Objectives 
The course aims to deepen your competence in speaking and writing and to expand and refine your vocabulary 
usage, so that you are able to express and discuss ideas, opinions and information at the academic level. Special 
attention is given to the consistent use of self-correction. Furthermore, the course helps you to develop 
effective reading and listening strategies and deepen your knowledge of grammar structures. 
In addition, you will analyze and interpret cultural, political, and historical topics in German-speaking countries 
and compare them with your own cultural background. 

 By the end of the four-week course you will have developed and regularly use new strategies for 
language acquisition. 

 You will have improved your ability to choose the right linguistic register for different situations, topics 
and communication partners. 

 You will be able to lead and participate in academic discussions about certain course-related topics. 
 In addition, you will expand and refine your essay writing skills, i.e. you will be able to write, revise and 

proofread essays that meet the standards of academic writing. 
 

B TRACK 
 

The Cold War 
Over the course of the Cold War, the city of Berlin was frequently at the centre of global tensions and a potential 
front line should the superpower rivalry descend into actual war. This course utilizes the city of Berlin as a 
laboratory in which to examine the origins, nature, and conclusion of the Cold War that defined international 
relations between 1945 and 1991. We analyze the Allied occupation of the city following the Nazi defeat, the 
Berlin blockade and airlift that helped solidify the divisions between East and West. Next, we will examine the 
workers’ uprising of 1953 that provoked a Soviet military response. The following sessions will deal with the 
emigration crisis of the late 1950s that led the Soviets to first threaten a military takeover of the city and 
eventually to construct the Berlin Wall. Finally, we will look at the fall of the wall and the subsequent 
reunification of Berlin and Germany. 
 
Field trips to important Cold War sites will permit students to gain a deeper appreciation of how the Cold War 
changed Berlin, and how events in Berlin influenced the wider international struggle. In order to place the 
interests and goals of the superpowers in context, we will also discuss the ways in which the Cold War rivalry 
affected Europe as a whole, as well as Asia and Latin America. Attention will be given to the role of international 
organizations such as the United Nations in world affairs, and the changes brought about by the collapse of 
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communism in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. In this way, we will examine the roots of contemporary 
crises. Students will gain an understanding of the recent past, which will help equip them to evaluate the current 
and emerging international order. 

 
 

European Business Management 
Europe encompasses the world’s largest and most complicated market. Recent events, particularly those 
following the ongoing economic crisis on the continent, raise profound questions about the future of Europe. 
This course will focus on present and future business issues facing the entire continent. Under this focus, we will 
examine the following questions: Should a “European” management style be developed instead of the national 
practices that frequently characterize companies originating in different European nations? How and under 
what circumstances should the European Union expand to Turkey, Ukraine and other countries in the East? 
What has been the impact of the Treaty of Lisbon, in effect since 2009, on European economic, political and 
social issues? In order to provide essential background and context for these issues, we will also review key 
events in modern European History. 
 
In class, we will utilize a variety of approaches, including small-group study, lectures, and case-study analysis, to 
develop a comprehensive understanding of European business.On excursions to different districts of Berlin, we 
will study how European and German history have influenced the economic development of this magnificent 
international capital and we will investigate the impact Berlin has in turn had on European business 
management. Our visit to the DDR Museum will allow us to examine life in the former East Germany. At the 
Museum of Communication, we will analyse how European technology has affected the international 
telecommunications industry. Our trip to the European School of Management and Technology (ESMT) will put 
us at the heart of European business as it has evolved in the post-German-unification period. Finally, a field trip 
to visit a local entrepreneur in the heart of the city will allow us to see the emerging role of entrepreneurship in 
shaping the business landscape of the continent. 

 
 
 

The European Union in the 21st Century: Internal and External Challenges 
The course will introduce the basics of the European Union and describe and explain the processes of widening 
and deepening of this unique political entity. This will cover an overview of European Union history, its evolution 
in economic and political terms as well as of its institutional structure up to today. 
 
Internal politics and policies, for example the decision-making process, the balance of power, identity and 
democratic questions in this new system of governance will be discussed. Likewise in the realm of external 
affairs, the Common Foreign and Security Policy, relations with neighbors and with developing countries will be 
our concern. Particularly important aspects include the discussion on future expansion as well as the 
consequences of the financial crisis and the Lisbon Treaty. If students express specific interests in other topics or 
case studies sessions can be adjusted. 
 
The morning sessions consist of lectures, literature based discussions and oral presentations from working 
groups. After lunch the course will visit various institutions in Germany`s political center. Students will have the 
chance to discuss the topics from the morning sessions with international experts from political institutions, 
embassies and think tanks. 
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Europe, Migration, Refugees 
Regarding transnational migration, the EU promotes a political reasoning between processes of consolidation 
and necessary conflict, between sovereignty and shared responsibility, between the right to define and delimit 
and the duty to negotiate. In ongoing economic crisis and facing unprecedented movements of people, the 
timeless normalcy of migration is often framed as crisis per se. Populist claims for cultural homogeneity and for 
closed borders undercut efforts for a common migration policy. 
 
As the visibility of migration increases in various ways, migrants are often represented and imagined as a 
homogenous mass of ‘the other’. This leads to a problematic understanding of migration as something to be 
controlled and governed from a top-down perspective alone. But the respective processes of negotiation on 
migration policy, within and across the outer borders of the Union, take place not only between the official 
institutions of nation-states, but on all scales of European populations. They also take place from a bottom-up 
perspective in the centres and at the margins of societies alike. 
 
Departing from diverse theories of migration, we will gain an overview of EU-level migration polity and recent 
migration- and border-management policies. We will analyse the conflicts, debates and discourses around the 
last years of increased immigration. 
 
Scaling down, we will engage with the local authorities’ perspective in Berlin. Diving deeper down we will start 
to change perspective: How do local activists develop and implement their own policies of welcoming migrants? 
What are the aims of and how do legal assessment organizations for migrants work? In an encounter with 
refugees in Berlin, we will see how refugees themselves perceive EU-migration policies and what they make 
themselves of their public positioning as a ‘problem’ or as a ‘burden’ to European societies. Finally, focusing on 
the legalization-market of Almería/Spain, we will encounter migrants’ viewpoints, which reach beyond the usual 
framings of ‘the poor migrant’ as ‘passive victim’, as a threat or as the ‘(anti-)hero’ of globalization. We will 
encounter viewpoints on the EU, which will constructively criticize as well as graciously affirm the spirit of the 
Union. We will encounter viewpoints of hope. 

 
 

International Relations: Theories and Application 
This course introduces the field of International Relations (IR). It is designed for students interested in 
understanding global issues and actors in a time of fast-moving political and social change. The focus will be on 
theories of IR and their application in international politics. 
 
The field of IR studies the functioning of the international system and deals with the nature of the changing 
relations between states and with non-state actors. This course starts with discussing the classical theories of IR 
from Realism to contemporary attempts of theoretical bridge-building. Next, the course will deal with 
contemporary debates in IR against the backdrop of the changing international system. Among others, topics to 
discuss include multilateralism, globalization, and power transitions. The course continues with examining the 
role of non-state actors and key issues in contemporary IR such as terrorism or the environment; the goal is to 
discuss IR theories in the current political context. Finally, the course concludes with a round table discussion on 
the prospects for politics and IR. 
 
In this course, students will learn political concepts and theories through lectures. To compare international 
political phenomena, each student has to introduce a current issue or actor in a short oral presentation. The 
students are expected to discuss theoretical questions about the political world in working groups making use of 
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the current news on international politics. In addition, students will learn and practice how to voice their opinion 
and persuade their audience in an academic essay. Finally, the students will gain insight into daily international 
politics and IR research through field trips and meetings with IR scholars and international policy experts. 

 
 

Deutsche Kultur – 100 Jahre Literatur, Film und Kunst 
Prerequisite: German language abilities at the intermediate (B2) level minimum 
 
This seminar will examine the changes Germany has undergone from the foundation of the German Empire in 
1871 up to the present day: Empire, World War I, the Weimar Republic, the Third Reich, the division of Germany 
after World War II, reunification in 1989. The course will focus primarily on the perceptions of political, cultural, 
and social processes, as formulated by the writers, filmmakers, and artists of the respective periods. This will be 
illustrated using, among others, the example of Berlin, which is without a doubt the focal point of historical 
events in Germany. 
 
Through selected texts, films, and works of art, we will examine, for example, the following questions: what 
possibilities of self-assertion did the individual have in a world characterized by the patriotic frenzy of empire? 
How did technological progress and urbanization influence culture in the 1920s? How did literature and film 
react to the Nazi’s rise to power and subsequent dictatorship? How did Germany’s situation in the Cold War 
impact its artistic production? How was literature and art affected by the reunification? 
 
In addition, excursions to museums and historical locations will give students the opportunity to discover the 
current and historical development of the country firsthand, in order to strengthen and deepen their 
understanding and knowledge thereof.  

 
 

Urban Places and Spaces: Analyzing and Exploring Berlin 
Urban studies and its discourse on the city combine scholarship in fields as diverse as human geography, history, 
and the arts. Berlin, with its seemingly infinite possibilities for creative societal- and self-fashioning, provides an 
excellent socio-cultural analytical model. It is at once a fixed “place” with a distinct topography and an 
interactive “space” comprised of residents and visitors of multifarious social groups. 
A balanced appreciation of the interplay of place and space in Berlin’s cityscape is key for students eager to 
learn about the city’s past and present. In turn, one requires a sound historical overview of Berlin’s spatial and 
social makeup in order to comprehend contemporary Berlin fully. 
 
FUBiS invites you to join us as we analyze and explore places/spaces in Germany’s ultimate “urban text”, Berlin. 
In-class analysis and discussion of academic and literary texts about Berlin will prepare you for our course 
excursions. We begin at the Brandenburg Gate, Berlin’s most important site that functions as place and space. 
Here you will learn more about this landmark and its meaning in Berlin’s social imaginary, linking temporal layers 
of past and present in Berlin. 
 
In the seven sessions that follow, we continue our temporal-topographical inquiry, meeting with experts at 
other places/spaces in Berlin (including the Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin, the Jewish Museum, and the Berlin Wall 
Memorial). We will conduct on-site discussions of these unique places/spaces in historical, spatial, social, and 
even literary terms. Upon completing the course, students will have compiled a portfolio of short essays 
reflecting their critical reception of Berlin’s place/spaces. 
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In this manner, our course not only teaches you how places/spaces fuse Berlin’s past and present and shape 
contemporary Berlin: it also enables you to create a uniquely personal connection to Berlin. 

 
 

Berlin and the Digital Music Era 
Over the past twenty years Berlin has become a thriving crossroads at the intersection of music and technology. 
Attracting artists, creatives, and musicians from all over the world, it serves as a hub especially of techno and 
electronic music, as well as the home of leading music software developers such as Ableton or Native 
Instruments. 
 
This course will examine significant developments in the production, performance, dissemination, and reception 
of music which have been significantly affected by the pervasive digitalization of recent decades. Thereby, we 
will in particular focus on the specific role Berlin has in this process. 
 
Our first goal will be to understand how technology influences the production and performance of new music. 
Through specific case studies, we will tackle questions such as: How have digital technologies enabled 
unprecedented modes of making, using and perceiving music? In what ways has digital mediatization shaped our 
experiences with musical content and style? In particular, we will discuss developments in the production and 
reception of electronic dance music as well as explore Berlin’s role in the contemporary music and audio 
technology industry. 
 
Our second goal will be to explore how technology facilitates new modes of experiencing and acquiring music. 
For this portion of the course, we will discuss how technology is being used trying to reinvigorate an interest in 
classical music, by institutions such as the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra. We will also look at the issue of digital 
music distribution, and how Berlin-based companies such as SoundCloud are trying to find new ways of digitally 
distributing music. 
 
Finally, our third goal will be to explore how developments in music technology interact with other artistic 
media, by examining the relation between technology and music in film, video games as well as in contemporary 
sound art. 

 
 

German Philosophy: From Kant to Habermas 
Philosophy has constituted a central element in the emergence of modern German culture. The course will be 
based upon contemporary attempts at rethinking a global philosophical perspective. The focus is on the tension 
between the Enlightenment heritage of a universalizing human philosophy and a national culture project, as well 
as on the tension between classicist rationalism and romantic emotionalism in its construction as a series of 
philosophical projects. From the perspective of a German version of the dialectics of the Enlightenment, the 
German philosophers of the 19th and 20th centuries will be studied in context - combining the reading of key 
texts with a reconstruction of their historical contexts and their interaction. 
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Imag(in)ing the Capital: Berlin in Cinema 
How do we understand the great capital cities of the world if we have never seen them? How does this change 
once we have visited a place? To what extent is our contemporary imagination of national space and power 
constructed by images? This course offers students an introduction to the cultural politics of cinematic 
imaginings of Berlin, a dynamic European capital that has become a laboratory for creative urban studies. 
Students will examine Berlin’s unique 20thand 21st-century history of expansion, destruction, division, 
unification, and urban marketing in relation to films that pictured the city for various political regimes and 
cultural objectives. The course will question this film legacy through the lens of political events, urban change, 
virtual technologies, spatial memory, geographical orientation, and location politics in the Berlin-Brandenburg 
region. 
 
Inviting students to critically reexamine filmic representations of Berlin, the course will focus on several key time 
periods in German film production: 1) the Weimar Republic; 2) the Nazi Era and the immediate postwar years; 3) 
the Cold War; and 4) the post-wall era. Not only are these time periods important to German cinema and its 
representations of Berlin; they also fostered competing cultural political versions of the city that would continue 
to circulate in the digital age. 
 
By the end of the course, the students will have gained a better understanding of Berlin’s history, its cinema, 
and its current film production and urban marketing discourses. They will be able to analyse the ways in which 
film form, content, geographical orientation, and historical context create meaning. Not only will the students 
enhance their skills in audiovisual analysis; they will also acquire the ability to interrogate the political 
circumstances that led to these films’ creation and reception. 

 
 

Popular Culture: Berlin & Beyond 
John Story has pointed out, correctly, that ‘popular culture’ is essentially “an empty conceptual category.” That 
does not mean, however, that the many things and practices the term potentially signifies are not real or 
meaningful. Popular culture, as it is understood in cultural studies, surrounds us in our daily lives; it informs our 
values, our habits, and our desires—it provides us with ever-changing visions of the good life, it entertains us, 
and it moves us. Popular culture simultaneously mirrors and generates cultural imperatives and, in doing so, not 
only provides us with a variety of pleasures, but also holds decisive powers over the lives of people. From a 
cultural studies perspective, then, popular culture constitutes a rich and important field, one in which we can 
study and try to understand how societies create, negotiate, and strengthen or undermine values, identities, 
and behaviors. A city like Berlin moreover lends itself as the perfect context in which to experience the 
phenomena we talk about in class first hand. 
 
When the eponymous heroine of the 1990s television series Buffy the Vampire Slayer attends her first college 
class, titled “Images of Pop Culture,” her professor points out that “[t]he point of this course is not to critique 
popular American culture. It is not to pick at it, or look down upon it. And it is not to watch videos for credit.” 
This same applies to this seminar. We will follow cultural critic Eva Illouz, who argues that the “point of cultural 
analysis is not to measure cultural practices against what they ought to be or ought to have been but rather to 
understand how they have come to be what they are and why, in being what they are, they ‘accomplish things’ 
for people.” This does not mean, however, that our approach will be un-critical; but we will concentrate on 
trying to understand what the various instances of popular culture mean, how they work, and why they 
“‘accomplish things’ for people,” as Illouz puts it. 
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We will approach the heterogeneous cultural landscape subsumed under the moniker ‘popular’ by focusing in 
each session on a specific form or mode of popular culture—art, for instance, or music, or food—and using 
examples from the contemporary (mostly) American context to discuss the manifold ways in which the things, 
practices, and discourses acquire meaning for the people engaging with them. We will address politics and 
economics as well as aesthetics and form; we will discuss the pleasures we derive from popular culture as well 
as the destructive potentials it may hold. And we will turn to the practical side of things by going on a number of 
field trips to explore the pop cultural landscape of Berlin. 

 
 

History of European Art: Centers, Protagonists, and Cultural Identities 
This course explores European art and architecture from the 15th to the 20thcentury with a particular focus on 
urban centers like Florence, Rome, Venice, Antwerp, Amsterdam, Paris, London, and Berlin. The aim is to 
analyze how the visual arts contributed through the centuries to shape local identities as well as European 
cultural traditions common to different countries. 
 
The course will present iconic moments of the history of the arts in Europe by drawing a special attention to 
episodes of cultural exchanges and hybridization that arose from travelling artworks as well as from artists’ 
travels. From the role of artists like Raphael and Michelangelo in 16th-century papal Rome to the rise of genre 
painting in the Flanders and the Dutch Republic of the Golden Age, from the ‘painters of modern life’ in 19th-
century Paris to the German Avant-garde of the 1920s, we will analyze the artworks and their authors in relation 
to the different historical contexts and the places of their creation. Recurrent will be the focus on the complex 
interplay between artists and patrons, between local traditions, individual creativity and the broader social, 
political and cultural contexts in which artworks and buildings were produced. 
 
Students will gain understanding of the main art movements and relevant artists from the Renaissance to the 
postwar period as well as the basic concepts and terminology of art history. Visits to the outstanding collections 
of Berlin museums will allow the participants to study original artifacts and to learn how to look closely at works 
of art. 

 
 

History of Christianity 
This course will give an overview of the history of Christianity, which grew to be the world’s largest religion with 
currently more than 2.4 billion followers. In the first three sessions of the course we will investigate the 
foundations of Christianity, in the following two sessions we will discuss developments of Christianity in the 
Middle Ages and during the Reformation Era. The last three sessions of the course will focus on modern 
developments of Christianity - from Enlightenment until today. 
 
We will start with the roots of Christianity in Judaism and, in this context, discover the person of Jesus Christ. 
The historical setting of an emerging Christian faith in the Roman Empire and in ancient culture will also lead us 
to the following central questions: What are/were Christian theology and doctrines about and to which degree 
can they be seen as something novel or new. The fall of the Roman Empire marks the beginning of a great 
transformation of Christianity concerning its geographical expansion but also its strong connection with political 
leaders, which characterized the Middle Ages. These developments form the historical setting for the era of 
Reformation, the critique and theses of the Reformators, and the formation of a new confession, namely 
Protestantism. 
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During the last three sessions, we will look at modernity: We will discuss the question of how the Christian 
churches reacted to the dictatorships of the 20th century and investigate the role of the church during the time 
of National Socialism and in socialist East Germany (GDR). Lastly, we will also look closely at Christianity today. 
 

C TRACK 
Intensive German Language Beginner A1 

This course is designed for the beginner student with no previous knowledge of German. This course is intensive 
and is intended for dedicated, highly self-motivated students who will take responsibility for their learning. 
 
Course Objectives: 
Within four weeks, this course will help you to develop basic competences in listening, speaking, reading and 
writing as well as a basic knowledge of the German culture. 

 By the end of the course you will be able to deal with everyday situations in a German-speaking 
environment and to conduct simple conversations. 

 You will have developed reading strategies that allow you to understand simple newspaper and 
magazine articles as well as short literary texts. 

 In addition, you will learn to write, revise and proofread short texts in German. 
 Finally, you will be able to understand discussions on familiar topics. 

 
 

Intensive German Language Beginner A2 
This course is designed for beginners with basic knowledge of German. This course is intensive and is intended 
for dedicated, highly self-motivated students who will take responsibility for their learning. 
 
Course Objectives: 
This course will help you to expand your competences in listening, speaking, reading and writing within four 
weeks, deepen your knowledge of grammar as well as your knowledge of the German culture. 

 By the end of the four-week course you will be able to deal with everyday situations in a German-
speaking environment and to conduct simple conversations. 

 You will have developed reading strategies that allow you to understand simple newspaper and 
magazine articles as well as short literary texts more detailed. 

 In addition, you will improve your essay writing skills, which means you will be able to write short texts 
on different topics, revise and proofread them. 

 Finally, you will be able to understand discussions on familiar topics more detailed. 

 
 

Intensive German Language Intermediate B1 
This course is designed for students who have successfully completed the basic level of German and who have a 
sound knowledge of German at the A2 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages. 
This course is intensive and is intended for dedicated, highly self-motivated students who will take responsibility 
for their learning. 
 
Course Objectives: 
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Within four weeks, this course will help you to expand your competences in listening, speaking, reading and 
writing as well as strengthen your knowledge of grammar, while emphasizing self-correction. You will also 
expand your knowledge of the German culture and analyze and interpret cultural, political, and historical topics 
in German-speaking countries and compare them with your own cultural background. 

 By the end of the four-week course you will have developed and regularly use new strategies for 
language acquisition. 

 You will be able to engage in detailed discussions on above mentioned topics. 
 Furthermore, you will have developed reading strategies that will allow you to understand different text 

types in detail. 
 In addition, you will improve your essay writing skills, i.e. you will be able to write short texts on 

different topics, revise and proofread them. 

 
 

Intensive German Language Intermediate Advanced B2 
This course is designed for students who have successfully completed the basic level and the first part of the 
intermediate level of German and who have a sound knowledge of German at the B1 level of the Common 
European Framework of Reference for Languages. This course is intensive and is intended for dedicated, highly 
self-motivated students who will take responsibility for their learning. 
 
Course Objectives: 
This course will help you to expand your competences in speaking and writing within four weeks, while 
emphasizing self-correction. Furthermore, it will help you to increase your vocabulary, to deepen grammar 
usage, and develop effective reading and listening strategies. 
In addition, you will analyze and interpret cultural, political, and historical topics in German-speaking countries 
and compare them with your own cultural background. 

 By the end of the four-week course you will have developed and regularly use new strategies for 
language acquisition. 

 You will be able to engage in detailed discussions on above mentioned topics. 
 Furthermore, you will have developed reading strategies that will allow you to understand different text 

types in detail. 
 In addition, you will improve your essay writing skills, i.e. you will be able to write short texts on 

different topics, revise and proofread them. 

 
 

Intensive German Language Advanced C1 
This course is designed for students who have successfully completed the intermediate level of German and who 
have a sound knowledge of German at the B2 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for 
Languages. This course is intensive and is intended for dedicated, highly self-motivated students who will take 
responsibility for their learning. 
 
Course Objectives: 
The course aims to deepen your competence in speaking and writing and to expand and refine your vocabulary 
usage, so that you are able to express and discuss ideas, opinions and information at the academic level. Special 
attention is given to the consistent use of self-correction. Furthermore, the course helps you to develop 
effective reading and listening strategies and deepen your knowledge of grammar structures. 
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In addition, you will analyze and interpret cultural, political, and historical topics in German-speaking countries 
and compare them with your own cultural background. 

 By the end of the four-week course you will have developed and regularly use new strategies for 
language acquisition. 

 You will have improved your ability to choose the right linguistic register for different situations, topics 
and communication partners. 

 You will be able to lead and participate in academic discussions about certain course-related topics. 
 In addition, you will expand and refine your essay writing skills, i.e. you will be able to write, revise and 

proofread essays that meet the standards of academic writing. 

 
 
 
 


