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Please contact World Endeavors for more information  
about specific timetables and pre-requisites. 

 

FUBiS Term II 2018: June 2 – July 14, 2018 (Summer Session 1) 
Please note:  

 An A-Track language course can only be combined with a B-Track subject course.  

 An A-Track subject course can only be combined with a B-Track subject course.  

 C-Track courses cannot be combined with other courses.  
  

1. Course Overview  
 

A
-T

ra
ck

 

No.  
Subject courses (A-Track)  
Monday & Thursday 

Language 
Contact 
Hours 

ECTS 
Credits 

2.01 The "New" Berlin and its Places of Memory - as Represented 
in Film, Writing, Museums and Urban Sites English 72 6 

2.02 Creating a Solo Performance 

No. 
Semi-Intensive German Language courses (A-Track) 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

Language 
Contact 
Hours 

ECTS 
Credits 

2.03 Semi-Intensive German Language Beginner A1 

German 72 6 

2.04 Semi-Intensive German Language Beginner A2 

2.05 Semi-Intensive German Language Intermediate B1 

2.06 Semi-Intensive German Language Intermediate Advanced B2 

2.07 Semi-Intensive German Language Advanced C1 

 
 
 

B
-T
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No.  
Subject courses (B-Track)  
Tuesday & Friday 

Language 
Contact 
Hours 

ECTS 
Credits 

2.08 Memory Culture in Berlin 

English 

72 6 

2.09 History of European Art: Centers, Protagonists, and Cultural 
Identities 

2.10 Schlüsselwerke der deutschen Literatur von der Klassik bis 
zur Gegenwart German 

2.11 Seduction and Terror: Hitler's Germany 

English 2.12 European Union - Global Player or Regional Hegemon? 

2.13 Managing Interculturality 
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C
-T
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No.  
Subject courses (B-Track)  
Tuesday & Friday 

Language 
Contact 
Hours 

ECTS 
Credits 

2.14 Intensive German Language Beginner A1 

German 180 9 

2.15 Intensive German Language Beginner A2 

2.16 Intensive German Language Intermediate B1 

2.17 Intensive German Language Intermediate Advanced B2 

2.18 Intensive German Language Advanced C1 

 

2. Weekly Schedule  
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Contact hours 

per week 

A-Track Subject 
courses      12 

A-Track 
Language 
Courses 

    

(field trip) 
  18 

B-Track Courses      12 

C-Track Courses     

(field trip) 
  30 

 

3. Class Times  
 

Weekday 
Monday, Tuesday,  

Thursday and Friday 
Wednesday 

Teaching Hours 
9 - 10:30am 

11am – 12:30pm 
2 – 3:30pm 

9am – 3:30pm 
(on field trip days adaptation of class 

times possible) 

Table of Contents 
A TRACK ................................................................................................................................................................... 3 
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C TRACK ................................................................................................................................................................... 8 
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A TRACK 

Subject Courses 

The "New" Berlin and its Places of Memory - as Represented in Film, Writing, Museums and Urban Sites 

The course provides a historical, political and cultural introduction to one of the most multifaceted cities of recent times. 
Like very few other metropolises, Berlin has witnessed some of the major upheavals of the last century: the short-lived 
attempt at democracy during the Weimar Republic in the 1920s, the fascist Third Reich in the 1930s and 1940s, the 
division of Berlin into (capitalist) “West” and (socialist) “East” from the late 1940s to the late 1980s, and the 
reunification of Germany after the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989. Since the end of the Iron Curtain various campaigns 
have proclaimed “das neue Berlin” – the new Berlin. At the same time, the public discussion about how to 
commemorate the history of Berlin – and of Germany at large – has not stopped.  

This course will investigate how the “new Berlin” relates to the history of the “old Berlin.” Each week of the summer 
session will be dedicated to a different era in Berlin’s recent history: Weimar Republic, Third Reich, West Berlin, East 
Berlin, and the Berlin Republic. What better place than Berlin to investigate the complex interconnections between 
politics, history, personal memory, public remembrance, the commemoration of the past and the celebration of the 
present? 

The syllabus for each week follows the same pattern: an introduction to each week’s historical period, a discussion of 
literary texts from that era, and the screening and discussion of a film (on video/DVD) relating to that period on Monday, 
followed by a discussion of significant “places of memory” from that period and a half-day excursion to the discussed 
places of memory on Thursday. 

 

Creating a Solo Performance: Berlin Cabaret/Kabarett 

This course is an acting course that introduces the student to the research, writing and performance techniques of 
cabaret performers. 

Kabarett is the German word for "cabaret" but has two different meanings. The first meaning is the same as in English; 
describing a form of entertainment featuring comedy, song, dance, and theater (often the word "Cabaret" is used in 
German for this as well to distinguish this form). The latter describes a kind of political satire. Unlike comedians who 
make fun of all kind of things, Kabarett artists (German: Kabarettisten) pride themselves as dedicated almost completely 
to political and social topics of more serious nature which they criticize using techniques like cynicism, sarcasm and 
irony. 

Students will be seeking to assay that tale by examining Cabaret in Europe and specifically in Berlin from 1901-1944 
while creating their own solo performance based on research of sources as such diaries, letters, memoirs, and 
autobiographies that relate Berlin Kabarett. While studying and analyzing the techniques of a wide variety of cabaret 
performers through its inception, students will explore aspects of writing monologues and implementing those 
techniques with the ultimate goal of creating and performing their own material -sense of truth- with the courage 
necessary to stand-alone on stage. 

There will be field trips to notable Cabaret/Kabarett shows and venues in the city, which will inspire us visually. In 
addition to history related readings assignments, the course will incorporate Lisa Appignanesi's "The Cabaret" book for 
an overall understanding of the forms of artistic cabaret which were to emerge as a meeting place for artists where 
performance or improvisation takes place among peers, and cabaret as an intimate, small-scale, but intellectually 
ambitious revue. 
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The class meets twice a week for three 90-minute segments each day. The two segments of each class typically involve 
short lectures on historical and theatrical topics as well as seminar-style discussions of the assigned readings. Some class 
days devote time to in-depth acting exercises, analyzing the solo performance/cabaret vocabulary and technique. Some 
class days we will use the afternoon segment for film screenings, excursions to sites in the city or working on your final 
presentation. In addition to the regular class meetings and excursions the Course Schedule includes a list of optional 
recommended cabaret shows, plays, theatrical performances. 

 

Language Courses 

Semi-Intensive German Language Beginner A1 
This course is designed for the beginner student with no previous knowledge of German. 
 
Course Objectives: 
Within six weeks, this course will help you to develop basic competences in listening, speaking, reading and writing as 
well as a basic knowledge of the German culture. 

 By the end of the course you will be able to deal with everyday situations in a German-speaking environment 
and to conduct simple conversations. 

 You will have developed reading strategies that allow you to understand simple newspaper and magazine 
articles as well as short literary texts. 

 In addition, you will learn to write, revise and proofread short texts in German. 
 Finally, you will be able to understand discussions on familiar topics. 

 
Semi-Intensive German Language Beginner A2 

This course is designed for beginners with basic knowledge of German. 
 
Course Objectives: 
This course will help you to expand your competences in listening, speaking, reading and writing within six weeks, 
deepen your knowledge of grammar as well as your knowledge of the German culture. 

 By the end of the six-week course you will be able to deal with everyday situations in a German-speaking 
environment and to conduct simple conversations. 

 You will have developed reading strategies that allow you to understand simple newspaper and magazine 
articles as well as short literary texts more detailed. 

 In addition, you will improve your essay writing skills, which means you will be able to write short texts on 
different topics, revise and proofread them. 

 Finally, you will be able to understand discussions on familiar topics more detailed. 

 
 

Semi-Intensive German Language Intermediate B1 
This course is designed for students who have successfully completed the basic level of German and who have a sound 
knowledge of German at the A2 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages. 
 
Course Objectives: 
Within six weeks, this course will help you to expand your competences in listening, speaking, reading and writing as 
well as strengthen your knowledge of grammar, while emphasizing self-correction. 
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Furthermore, you will analyze and interpret cultural, political, and historical topics in German-speaking countries and 
compare them with your own cultural background. 

 By the end of the six-week course you will have developed and regularly use new strategies for language 
acquisition. 

 You will be able to engage in detailed discussions on above mentioned topics. 
 Furthermore, you will have developed reading strategies that will allow you to understand different text types in 

detail. 
 In addition, you will improve your essay writing skills, i.e. you will be able to write short texts on different topics, 

revise and proofread them. 

 
Semi-Intensive German Language Intermediate Advanced B2 

This course is designed for students who have successfully completed the basic level and the first part of the 
intermediate level of German and who have a sound knowledge of German at the B1 level of the Common European 
Framework of Reference for Languages. 
 
Course Objectives: 
Within six weeks, this course will help you to expand your competences in speaking and writing while emphasizing self-
correction. Furthermore, it will help you to increase your vocabulary, to deepen grammar usage, and develop effective 
reading and listening strategies. 
In addition, you will analyze and interpret cultural, political, and historical topics in German-speaking countries and 
compare them with your own cultural background. 

 By the end of the six-week course you will have developed and regularly use new strategies for language 
acquisition. 

 You will be able to engage in detailed discussions on above mentioned topics. 
 Furthermore, you will have developed reading strategies that will allow you to understand different text types in 

detail. 
 In addition, you will improve your essay writing skills, i.e. you will be able to write short texts on different topics, 

revise and proofread them. 

 
Semi-Intensive German Language Advanced C1 

This course is designed for students who have successfully completed the intermediate level of German and who have a 
sound knowledge of German at the B2 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages. 
 
Course Objectives: 
The course aims to deepen your competence in speaking and writing and to expand and refine your vocabulary usage, 
so that you are able to express and discuss ideas, opinions and information at the academic level. Special attention is 
given to the consistent use of self-correction. Furthermore, the course helps you to develop effective reading and 
listening strategies and deepen your knowledge of grammar structures. 
In addition, you will analyze and interpret cultural, political, and historical topics in German-speaking countries and 
compare them with your own cultural background. 

 By the end of the six-week course you will have developed and regularly use new strategies for language 
acquisition. 

 You will have improved your ability to choose the right linguistic register for different situations, topics and 
communication partners. 

 You will be able to lead and participate in academic discussions about certain course-related topics. 
 In addition, you will expand and refine your essay writing skills, i.e. you will be able to write, revise and 

proofread essays that meet the standards of academic writing. 
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B TRACK 

Memory Culture in Berlin 

Coming to terms with the tumultuous 20th century – the Nazi Era, the Holocaust, and division of Germany - is central to 
German literature, culture, and public debate. Just as narratives of memory drive 20th and 21st-century German 
literature, memory culture permeates the urban landscape of Berlin. This course explores memory narratives in the form 
of fiction, autobiographical texts, films, a graphic novel, and a historical reader. Topics of discussion include history, 
politics, literature, film, music, architecture, and the urban landscape. Field trips to the German Historical Museum, the 
Holocaust Memorial, The Berlin Wall Memorial, the Stasi Museum, the Memorial and Museum Sachsenhausen, and 
more will inform, reinforce, and broaden our understanding of the material discussed in class. 

 

 

History of European Art: Centers, Protagonists, and Cultural Identities 

This course explores European art and architecture from the 14th to the 20thcentury with a particular focus on urban 
centers like Florence, Rome, Venice, Antwerp, Amsterdam, Paris, London, and Berlin. The aim is to analyze how the 
visual arts contributed through the centuries to shape local identities as well as European cultural traditions common to 
different countries. 

The course will present iconic moments of the history of the arts in Europe by drawing a special attention to episodes of 
cultural exchanges and hybridization that arose from travelling artworks as well as from artists’ travels. Recurrent will be 
the focus on the complex interplay between artists and patrons, between local traditions, individual creativity and the 
broader social, political and cultural contexts in which artworks and buildings were produced. 

Students will gain understanding of the main art movements and relevant artists from the Renaissance to the postwar 
period as well as the basic concepts and terminology of art history. Visits to the outstanding collections of Berlin 
museums will allow the participants to study original artifacts and to learn how to look closely at works of art. 

 

 

Schlüsselwerke der deutschen Literatur von der Klassik bis zur Gegenwart 

Prerequisites: German language skills at the Intermediate B2/Advanced C1 levels 

This course provides an overview of the history of German literature from the 18th to the 21st century. Starting from the 
knowledge that the psychological sensitivities of an age are reflected in literature, and supported by reading and 
discussing representative texts - e.g. from Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, Heinrich Heine, Franz Kafka, Bertolt Brecht or 
Bernhard Schlink - the focus of the seminar is based on the following questions: What desires, demands and utopias can 
be found in the literature? How influential are the developments of the history of thought, social upheavals and 
technological innovations on literary expression? What interplay exists between art, music and literature? Can fiction 
also be seen as inspiration for social changes? And: how do the respective authors corporate literary legacies into their 
own works? 

A valid and living impression of literary development from the classical period to the present will not only be provided 
through texts, but also through film clips and field trips. For instance, we will visit the Deutsches Historisches Museum 
and obtain deeper insight into the art of the Romantic period with a tour through the Alte Nationalgalerie. 
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Seduction and Terror: Hitler's Germany 

The ‘thousand year Reich’ that Hitler promised when he became Chancellor of Germany in January 1933 lasted but 12 
years. During this time, Hitler and his Nazi Party came to dominate Europe, terrorizing vast numbers of Germans, 
launching a devastating war, and orchestrating the murder of more than five million Jews. In spite of the terror and vast 
destruction, Hitler and the Nazi Party gained the active support and involvement of most Germans. How was this 
possible? What roles did seduction and terror play? 

This class focuses on Hitler’s Germany and it begins with the 19th century background. Central to this session will be a 
discussion of the broad political currents, the agitators and petty demagogues who fueled the dissatisfaction and spread 
it widely. We will also examine the popular literature that Hitler and many of his supporters read and absorbed. Crucial 
to understanding the lure of Hitler and the Nazi Party was Germany’s experience in the First World War. In the climate 
of uncertainty and despair left behind, Hitler and the Nazi Party grew from a small group on the fringe of radical politics 
in Munich to a national force. This development is of central importance to this session. The political intrigues leading to 
Hitler’s appointment as chancellor of Germany in late January 1933 will be discussed and much attention will be paid to 
how control over the state and society was solidified within a matter of months. 

The measures taken against Jews, the handicapped, homosexuals, Sinti and Roma will be discussed, as well as the 
opposition and resistance against Nazi rule which emerged. Lastly, the class will examine the end of the war, the so-
called ‘zero hour’, the destruction and collapse of Germany. 

We will also be visiting local museums, historical sites and locations that reveal the operations of Nazi rule. These visits 
to sites in and near Berlin are a key element of the class and the experience of studying here. 

 

 

European Union - Global Player or Regional Hegemon? 

The course will introduce students to the basic principles of the European Union and describe the processes of widening 
and deepening of this unique political entity. At the beginning, we will review the genesis of the world’s only 
supranational organization that led to cooperation between member states and a peaceful development on the 
continent unseen in previous centuries. As the European Union is defined and perceived largely through the prism of its 
institutions, we will examine their role in pushing the integration process forward. Since EU policies are the frame of its 
institutions, we will discuss in more detail the historical development and current state of EU policies in the fields of 
foreign and security affairs, immigration, climate and energy, and economy. The latter will put particular focus on the 
Euro regularities. 

We will address Europe’s response strategy to tackle the bank and state crisis in face of its threat to the social standards 
in Europe (e.g. Greece). We will also discuss possible findings from the aftermath of the so-called EURO and state crisis. 
Moreover, we will review the European climate and energy policy and study consequences of the climate agreement 
from Paris for the EU member states particularly after the US withdrawal.  

Having determined the factors contributing to the deepening of the EU through its institutions, we will discuss the 
criteria that have influence over the willingness of different countries to join (Ukraine, Georgia, possibly Turkey – at least 
in the past) but also to leave (e.g. BREXIT) the EU. Finally, we will review the EU enlargement process and assume 
prospects for its future development. What are challenges now and in the future? Is the EU still a role model? If yes, 
why? If not, why is it not anymore? 
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Managing Interculturality 

Today we live and work in a globalized world. It is well established that diversity of perspective can shed new light on old 
and taken for granted products, processes and services.  

This course introduces future (and possibly current) managers of multinational companies to innovative theories of 
intercultural processes and communication in relation to the needs of management. Course members will be 
encouraged to develop a basic level of intercultural competence leading to better management of diverse teams. To do 
this we will work on understanding what culture is and how it works. We will reflect on why differing cultural worldviews 
can cause offense by studying the relationship between culture and identity. 

In order to meet these goals, we will first study conflict and disagreement as logical and affective phenomena. We are 
going to discuss the factors trust, culture, language, power and authority, which have to be understood if we want to 
manage disagreement. Afterwards, we focus on elaborating best practices for managing intercultural teams. To this end, 
we read and discuss theoretical essays on culture and intercultural processes and communication from management 
literature, watch and discuss films dramatizing intercultural frictions in different contexts, and participate in (and later 
reflect on) field trips to Berlin businesses to learn about their experiences with a multinational workforce. 

C TRACK 
Intensive German Language Beginner A1 

This course is designed for the beginner student with no previous knowledge of German. This course is intensive and is 
intended for dedicated, highly self-motivated students who will take responsibility for their learning. 
 
Course Objectives: 
Within six weeks, this course will help you to develop basic competences in listening, speaking, reading and writing as 
well as a basic knowledge of the German culture. 

 By the end of the course you will be able to deal with everyday situations in a German-speaking environment 
and to conduct simple conversations. 

 You will have developed reading strategies that allow you to understand simple newspaper and magazine 
articles as well as short literary texts. 

 In addition, you will learn to write, revise and proofread short texts in German. 
 Finally, you will be able to understand discussions on familiar topics. 

 
Intensive German Language Beginner A2 

This course is designed for beginners with basic knowledge of German. This course is intensive and is intended for 
dedicated, highly self-motivated students who will take responsibility for their learning. 
 
Course Objectives: 
This course will help you to expand your competences in listening, speaking, reading and writing within six weeks, 
deepen your knowledge of grammar as well as your knowledge of the German culture. 

 By the end of the six-week course you will be able to deal with everyday situations in a German-speaking 
environment and to conduct simple conversations. 

 You will have developed reading strategies that allow you to understand simple newspaper and magazine 
articles as well as short literary texts more detailed. 

 In addition, you will improve your essay writing skills, which means you will be able to write short texts on 
different topics, revise and proofread them. 

 Finally, you will be able to understand discussions on familiar topics more detailed. 

 



SUMMER STUDY IN GERMANY  
FREIE UNIVERSITAT BERLIN   

 

 FREIE UNIVERSITAT BERLIN – SUMMER STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS  
9 

Intensive German Language Intermediate B1 
This course is designed for students who have successfully completed the basic level of German and who have a sound 
knowledge of German at the A2 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages. This course is 
intensive and is intended for dedicated, highly self-motivated students who will take responsibility for their learning. 
 
Course Objectives: 
Within six weeks, this course will help you to expand your competences in listening, speaking, reading and writing as 
well as strengthen your knowledge of grammar, while emphasizing self-correction. You will also expand your knowledge 
of the German culture and analyze and interpret cultural, political, and historical topics in German-speaking countries 
and compare them with your own cultural background. 

 By the end of the six-week course you will have developed and regularly use new strategies for language 
acquisition. 

 You will be able to engage in detailed discussions on above mentioned topics. 
 Furthermore, you will have developed reading strategies that will allow you to understand different text types in 

detail. 
 In addition, you will improve your essay writing skills, i.e. you will be able to write short texts on different topics, 

revise and proofread them. 

 
Intensive German Language Intermediate Advanced B2 

This course is designed for students who have successfully completed the basic level and the first part of the 
intermediate level of German and who have a sound knowledge of German at the B1 level of the Common European 
Framework of Reference for Languages. This course is intensive and is intended for dedicated, highly self-motivated 
students who will take responsibility for their learning. 
 
Course Objectives: 
This course will help you to expand your competences in speaking and writing within six weeks, while emphasizing self-
correction. Furthermore, it will help you to increase your vocabulary, to deepen grammar usage, and develop effective 
reading and listening strategies. 
In addition, you will analyze and interpret cultural, political, and historical topics in German-speaking countries and 
compare them with your own cultural background. 

 By the end of the six-week course you will have developed and regularly use new strategies for language 
acquisition. 

 You will be able to engage in detailed discussions on above mentioned topics. 
 Furthermore, you will have developed reading strategies that will allow you to understand different text types in 

detail. 
 In addition, you will improve your essay writing skills, i.e. you will be able to write short texts on different topics, 

revise and proofread them. 

 
 

Intensive German Language Advanced C1 
This course is designed for students who have successfully completed the intermediate level of German and who have a 
sound knowledge of German at the B2 level of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages. This 
course is intensive and is intended for dedicated, highly self-motivated students who will take responsibility for their 
learning. 
 
Course Objectives: 
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The course aims to deepen your competence in speaking and writing and to expand and refine your vocabulary usage, 
so that you are able to express and discuss ideas, opinions and information at the academic level. Special attention is 
given to the consistent use of self-correction. Furthermore, the course helps you to develop effective reading and 
listening strategies and deepen your knowledge of grammar structures. 
In addition, you will analyze and interpret cultural, political, and historical topics in German-speaking countries and 
compare them with your own cultural background. 

 By the end of the six-week course you will have developed and regularly use new strategies for language 
acquisition. 

 You will have improved your ability to choose the right linguistic register for different situations, topics and 
communication partners. 

 You will be able to lead and participate in academic discussions about certain course-related topics. 
 In addition, you will expand and refine your essay writing skills, i.e. you will be able to write, revise and 

proofread essays that meet the standards of academic writing. 

 

 


